
HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 


W< n »!' I 

[I »!.«:: 


MAIM POST OFFICE BOX 384 - HAMILTON ONTARIO 


VOLUME 22, ISSUE 6 


FEBRUARY, 1969 


INDEX 


Page 68 
69 
71 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 


Directors 

Birding in Fishers Glen 40 Years Ago 

Wintering Mockingbirds in the Niagara Peninsula 

February Birding in the Hamilton Area 

December Meeting Review 

Club Activities 

Christmas Bird Count 

Long Point Bird Count 










r *v r 



69 


B IRDING I N FISHERS GLEN 40 YEARS AGO 

William G. Neff 

OVf.jh . .( ui 1 ! : iJ ; '.■■'•vr i) t <*•. r, • o '«>•• fj-ctt:; • • /1 '• • 

Editor's Note - For six consecutive years - 1926 to 1931 - a group of naturalists 
from the Brantford area held an annual week-end outing to the Fishers Glen 
area, which includes our first Sanctuary - Spooky Hollow. We are indebted to 
Mr. William Neff (one of the participants) for this fascinating glimpse into 
the bird life of this area some forty years ago. Because of the length of 
the, chronicle, the report of the first four years is presented in this issue. 
The remaining two years, together with the combined bird list, will be printed 
in next month's issue. - ■ 

; ■ - . .» • < • f T 5 . • * •)>/! • ; 

’ 1 ■ ' FISHERS GLEN TRIP - APRIL 10th & 11th* 1926 ! 

, . 

On Saturday, April 10th, Angus Buchanan and Harold Buck of the Brantford 
Y.M.C.A, staff took the 8:15 A.M, radial from Brantford to Port Dover, 

Norfolk County, They hiked along the beach from Port Dover westward to the 
Y.M.C.A. camp at the glen, a distance of about 12 miles. At 2:15 P.M. Mr. 

Earl Lyman and myself took the radial to Port Dover and follox^ed the beach 
to the Kiwana 1 s Camp, then cut across a bush lot to the Normandale Road and 
followed it through Port Ryerse to Fishers Glen where we joined Buchanan and 
Buck, There was a strong westerly wind all day, but clear and quite warm for 
the time of year. On this hike there were 39 species of birds observed by 
the two parties. By the time Mr, Lyman and I arrived in camp it was getting 
dusk and they had a good hot supper waiting for us, after which a couple of 
enjoyable hours were spent comparing notes and observations and finally 

ending up with quite a heated discussion on religion between Buchanan and 
Earl Lyman. 1 •/ * 

On Sunday morning just as it was breaking daylight Angus and I were awakened 
by a beautiful bird chorus entirely new to me. Hurriedly dressing and 
grabbing our glasses we hurried where we found a very large flock of Redpolls 
in the trees around the camp in full song. This to me was alone worth the 
trip. The other two chaps not being interested elected to get breakfast ready 
while Angus and I took a walk up the creek to the old mill dam and back. 
Breakfast not being ready we went up the beach (west) to the first small 
ravine and up it, through a hardwood bush and down the hill into camp again, 

It was in this ravine that we observed three Hudsonian Chickadees among a 
flock of Black Caps. After breakfast we spent the morning roaming about the 
country coming back about 11:00 A.M., getting our dinner, cleaning and 
locking up camp. We hiked to Vittoria and took a taxi to Simcoe and then by 
radial back to Brantford. This has been my first trip to Fishers Glen and I 
am convinced that the Glen is not only the prettiest spot on Lake Erie but in 
all southern Ontario, and is besides a veritable bird paradise. In all fifty- 
six species of birds were observed and this in the early part of April. 

• j * , . • • • • r • * a j C7 ‘ • ' * ( «.. k . ^ . * 

On our homeward trip it was decided to make a week-end trip to the Glen every 
year in the month of April, which I hope x*ill be kept up. 


; FISHERS GLEN TRIP APRIL 23rd & 24th, 1927 

; 

Harold Buck and Angus Buchanan left Brantford on the 9:35 radial for Simcoe 
and hiked from there to the Glen via Port Ryerse. I left Brantford on the 
3:35 radial for Port Dover and hiked along the lakeshore to the Glen. It was 
dark by the time I got there. While we had beautiful weather previously, I 
think the weatherman must have conspired against us that day for it was cold 
'' • Cont* d , , . . 
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BIRDING IN FISHERS GLEN 40 YEARS AGO - Cont’d. 


and windy. To make matters more uncomfortable every half hour or so there 
would be a blinding snow flurry, and to cap it all, for a distance of about 
four miles in the vicinity of Port Ryerse the clay had been churned by a 
recent storm to the consistency of thick soup. In fact, it was a day in 
which no one but a fool or a would-be naturalist would attempt to walk twelve 
miles for pleasure. During the night the wind and the temperature both went 
down and in the early morning it was quite cold. Ask Bucky - he managed to 
light the fire after much teeth chattering and the use of English not normally 
in the dictionary. However it was calm and clear and warmed up later in the 
morning. Breakfast over, we went up the valley of the Glen to Spooky Hollow 
and across fields to the Lake. We visited a farmer by the name of Cronk that 
Bucky knew. Here we spent an hour or so, then came down the lakeshore to the 
camp. Old Erie sure was a picture - not a ripple and clear as a bell. One 
could see the reflection of the Gulls flying over the water as directly as the 
birds themselves. Possibly the weatherman took pity on us and tried to com¬ 
pensate us for the rough weather of the previous day. Dinner over, we hiked 
to Vittoria from there by taxi to Simcoe, and radial to Brantford, arriving 
home at 6:12 P.M, 

Worthy of special note is the observation of a Great Black-Backed Gull. This 
gull is seldom seen on Lake Erie west of Port Colborne and then in the early 
part of the winter. Thus ends our second annual trip to the Glen. Fifty-nine 
species of birds were observed on the trip. 

« t * i • i ^ u . Z . 2 \ ^ ^ * * *’» 
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FISHERS GLEN TRIP - APRIL 14th & 15th, 1928 

Angus Buchanan and I took the 1:35 P.M. radial to Simcoe and hiked to Port 
Ryerse and then along the beach to Fishers Glen. The clay west of Port Ryerse 
reminded Angus of Salsbury Plains, however the weather was fine and warm with 
a light wind blowing in from the soutlwest. We arrived at the Glen about 
6:30 and by the time we had supper over and the camp ready it was dark. We 
took a walk over to Mr. Walter Grundy’s farm. He has an eagle’s nest on the 
property and takes a keen interest in it and the birds. Returned to camp 
about 9:30 and rolled under the blankets. Sunday morning was bright and clear 
and we were up at dawn and took a walk along the beach to Normandale, then 
across country to Spooky Hollow and down the valley to the Glen. After break¬ 
fast we went up the glen again, this time on the north side for about a mile, 
then climbed the hill and through a hardwood bush to the Vittoria-Fishers Glen 
Road, then down the road into camp again. We spent the balance of the morning 
loafing around camp watching the gulls and ducks flying up and down the lake. 

The weather was so fine and warm that we sat on the bank with our shirts off 
and acquired a dilly of a sun burn. It x^as during this time x*e watched a 
Bald Eagle capture a common Tern. There x*as a flock of them about a hundred 
yards off shore, evidently feeding on small minnows when M Baldy M suddenly 
arrived on the scene dropping some considerable height, but had to try four times 
before he managed to strike one. The Terns seemed to be in a daze, flying 
about in circles and bunching up instead of scattering. This is the first 
time I have ever seen a Bald Eagle take any prey but fish. About 11:30 we 
made dinner, packed up and hiked to Vittoria, xtfhere x$e took a taxi to Simcoe, 
then by radial to Brantford, arriving home at 6:12 P.M. In all, 51 species of 
birds were observed which was rather disappointing, considering the fine 
weather and that the season was x^ell advanced for the time of year. . Thus we 
write ’’Finis” to our third annual Fishers Glen trip. May there be many more 
of them. 

; Cont’d . . . 
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Wintering Mockingbirds in the Niagara Peninsula (Cont'd), 
LOCATION Q UANTITY FOOD 

Earl McLeod’s, 22 Larchwood Dr, 


/.* 


FIRST YEAR 


St. Catharines 

1 i 

1 

Juniper 

1966 

(L) 

Mrs, J. Belton, 94 Riverview Blvd, 

# , % 

.* I ■ • w 

’ ' ’• »’.< t i * ; ’ > *; V ;) *. 

• i 4 ’ 


St. Catharines 

1 

MF Rose i 

1967 


W. of Laura Secord Memorial, Decou, 

>»ft ‘ 


r i 


St. Catharines 

1 

If 

1968 


D. Salisbury's, Beaverdams,- 

• 

• •> i J i ‘ < V * . • • J s * • , t t 

i • 


Thorold 

> . . .5 ; } . ' 1 t 1 .' • ' 

Thompson Products, 230 Louth St, 

1 

II 

v . 

1968 


St. Catharines 

1 

If 

1967 

(L) 

H. Troup's, RR3, St. Catharines 

W. Chris Honsberger, Jordan 

1 

Asparagus 

V 1 , t I 

1949*(L) 

Station 

1 

Feed Station 

1967 


Mrs. G. Gaugroger, Jordan 

Mr. J. Creelman's, Charry Ave, 

1 

MF Rose 

1966 

(L) 

Vineland 

2 

t . f 

? 

1967? 


--, 9 Park Rd, N., Grimsby Beach 



n . ; 


(per G. North) 

Barker Rd. Grocery, Barker Rd, 

1 . 

? 

? 


. ■ ■ Grimsby r > ; „ . • , 

1 

. MF Rose 

1 i Mil, C mi ) : .1 J . • / ' ' 

1968 



The writer is indebted to all who reported the occurrence of this species, 
and as result has been able to personally see them at 21 of the above 
locations. 


U‘ 


IV.? ft' 


(Reprinted from the March, 1968, issue of "The Prothonotary", published by 
the Buffalo Ornithological Society, Inc., Buffalo, N.Y.) 
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FEBRUARY BIRDING .IN THE HAMILTON AREA 


A t 


t • i 


*«.»•. 


> i 


,).V 


i < • 1 / . V. T 


John B. Miles 


> u 


I.) * j i. • f 


l I 


i :-v. 


February is usually a quiet birding month. The late stragglers seen in early 
January usually disappear after the first severe storm, however with a little 
looking the birder can be rewarded,. 

. L * _ •/ . . 

4 * %■ % . t / t r» * ♦ , » t . i. T i • 

% - * » i L i , \ . J % * |i / • . * ' « 

February is the beginning of the Spring migration, and also the nesting season’. 
The Great Horned Owls generally are sitting on eggs by mid-February, Early 
February is the time when the Horned Larks start moving north, A tour of our 
countryside should produce Horned Larks in good numbers in mid-February, The 
best spots to look for these birds are on the manure spread over the farm 
fields. In company with the Horned Larks can be.found Snow Buntings and 
possibly a Lapland Longspur. ,. , r , . 

H> *. # • • • 

j x if/ 

For those interested in waterfowl, a trip along the Niagara River is very 
productive with close observation. Starting at Old Fort Erie, follow the 
River north to Niagara-on-the-Lake. Between the Peace Bridge and Old Fort 
Erie can be found in large numbers American Golden-Eyes, Buffleheads, 

Greater Scaups, and Common Mergansers. Just north of Fort Erie a spur line 
of a railway crosses the road. Check along the edge of the River between 
here and the International Railway Bridge for Black Ducks, Mallards, and 

Cont’d „ . . 
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Gadwalls. Glaucous Gulls are possible flying over the dump on the American 
side of the River. 

•/ r $ j aoov. yjcj'iWtCh.' wo **/»?>•'.i. 

Between Fort Erie and Niagara Falls large flocks of Canvasbacks and other 
ducks are sometimes no more than fifty feet from the road. Between the 
International Control Bridge and Dufferin Island is a good observation spot 
for many water birds. The rocks in the middle of the River are used as 
perches by the Gulls, and American Widgeons and Gadwalls are among the 
Mallards and Blacks in the shallows, 

. . T » .. f"V | | • 

u p Of; CJ* m.) *•.» * * i 

The lower River is good for Bonaparte’s Gulls and Oldsquaw, Check at the 
sand dock at Queenston and at the customs station at Niagara-on-the-Lake. 


DECEMBER ME ETING REVIEW 

• * * i " i M * 1 . nsH / f < > . » * ; «• . 

I # • 9 ■ * i / . % 9 .1 iv * VI 

Grant Gates 

* Vv a -nii , . nivrilo^iv J . .■> 

t | N I* % f *f 

At our December meeting we were fortunate in seeing two outstanding films by 
John Carey, A.R.P.S. The first, ’’Ten Days in Africa” was made during a trip 
to Kenya on Africa’s east coast during July, 1968. 

KC v,, * « ** v j “to* 

The film, as yet not in its completed form, beautifully portrays the animals 
in Araboseli National Park, which is situated near Mount Kilimanjaro. The 
Park abounds with animals, both large and small, varying from herds of 
elephants, giraffes, zebras, wildebeeste, gazelles, to many other interesting 
animals. Thorny vegetation with beautiful flowers was abundant. 

? i i | t . . ■ . t ?. _ V - • 

In Nairobi National Park at Lake Nakuru one sees many exotic birds. Especially 
fascinating \-7ere flocks of Flamingoes, Pelicans, and a species of Starling 
which is very beautiful, most unlike those seen in Canada. A pair of Ostriches 
was most interesting. 


A second film, one of the Audubon Wild Life series, entitled ’’They Live by 
Water” was an excellent portrayal of the life around a pond. One saw many o 
the animals and birds which visit a pond, in this case an ideal site for 
photography. Finally one saw the portrayal of the minute pond life in its 
fight for survival. 


\ 




f 


Many of us do not realize the skill and patience required to produce such an 
outstanding film. Our Club is most fortunate in having a member who is such 
an outstanding photographer. 



PISAPPEARING BOTTLES 

V ‘ ' ' ‘"’A . (/ 

A Swedish company has created a self-destructive, ”no-deposit, no-return” 
bottle which, when broken, will disintegrate and ’’decompose by sunlight and 
acids in the soil”. 

i • • • . - . t i I* 
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BIRDING IN FISHERS GLEN 40 YEARS AGO - Cont'd. 

FISHERS GLEN TRIP - APRIL 13th & 14th, 1929 

% 

Harold Fulcher drove Angus Buchanan to Fishers Glen on Saturday morning, 
leaving Brantford at 8:00 A.M., arriving at the Glen about 10:00 o'clock. 

I took the 1:35 P.M. radial to Port Dover and hiked along the lakeshore to the 
Glen. Fortunately the clay at Port Ryerse was quite dry and firm this year 
so the going was pleasant. The weather was clear, and cool with very little 
wind. Arrived at the Glen at 6:15. A piping hot supper was waiting for me. 
After the evening chores were done we went over and visited with Mr. Grundy 
for a while and purchased a chicken from him for Sunday dinner. Returned to 
camp about 10:00 P.M. and hit the hay. Angus and I were up at dawn. Fulcher 
claimed it was too ungodly an hour for anyone to be any place except in bed, 
but promised to have breakfast ready when we returned. Angus and I went up 
the Glen to Spooky Hollow then went north about half a mile to some small 
ponds where Wood Duck had been seen the previous summer. Either they hadn't 
returned from the south or were elsewhere while we were there. We continued 
across country to the Glen Road and into camp. After breakfast we went east 
down the lakeshore to the proposed new campsite for the Brantford Y.M.C.A. 

It is a good location for a boys' camp but after the Glen no place looks good 
enough. Returning to the Glen we prepared our chicken dinner and feasted in 
royal style. After dinner x$e packed up, then loafed about the Glen till 
4:00 in the afternoon then drove to Brantford. The weather was ideal to*, 
the entire trip and a total of 62 species of birds were observed - the best yet. 


to be continued next month 



WINTERING MOCKINGBIRDS IN THE NIAGARA PENINSULA 

r . I f <1 I- , * , , 

Gustave J. Yaki 

(2372 Montrose Road S, - 

Niagara Falls, Ont,) 

v ; 

• 

Early in 1968 it became apparent that Mockingbirds were being seen in more 
locations and in greater numbers than in the previous few winters. This was 
particularly emphasized when on January 13th, the writer chanced to see five 
birds of this species, three of them simultaneously in Queenston and on 
January 28th, when with four companions, nine birds were observed in two hours 
visiting known locations from Niagara Falls to Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontaiio. 

According to the records of R. W. Sheppard, the Mockingbird has now been 
recorded in the Niagara Peninsula for forty years. All the early observations 
have been of birds in Lincoln County, where the first bird was seen in May, 
1928, at McNab. The first bird known to overwinter was at the Horticultural 
Experimental Station at Vineland from at least December 5th, 1931, to early 
April, 1932, feeding on the berries of Boston Ivy which covered the walls of 
the Administration Building. In Welland County, this species was apparently 
first recorded on May 7th, 1950 at Morgans Point and the first wintering bird 
may have been one which,spent the winter at Dr. H. H. Axtell's sanctuary on 
Rose Hill Road, Bertie Township in 1962-1963. 

• * • * - * ’ • /' • •i .V • i ■/< 

Cont f d . . . 
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Wintering Mockingbirds in the Niagara Peninsula (Cont'd), 

i . . * • * 

It is rather interesting to note thatalmost all wintering reports of this 
bird have occurred in proximity of a sizable hedge of Multiflora Rose and 
open water, either a natural stream or a heated bird bath. The small rose 
'hip* is apparently prized for food by this species, and at the same time 
the plant offers almost predator-proof protection. Other foods reportedly 
eaten locally by this species are the berries of Juniper, apple, pear, 
mountain ash, flowering crab, flowering dogwood, cranberry viburnum, 

European spindle-tree and asparagus. 

* ' ■ *> ' • • \ * • . « I » \ 

Below are listed the locations where this species has been observed repeatedly 
this winter. Also listed is the principal food or other attraction and the 
year it was first known to spend the months of January and February. An 
asterisk (*) indicates that it has not wintered continuously since the year 
first reported. A number of birds regularly observed until the severe ice 
storm of mid-January are marked (L) indicating that they were last seen prior 
to that storm. 


LOCATION QUANTITY 

i } /*»•)! i 0 • /+ i , • i 

Dr. H.H. Axtell's, Rose Hill Rd, 

FOOD 

i / * r • v c. f • 1 

FIRST YEAR 

• . 4 < %• * 

Bertie Township 

i 

MF Rose : 

1963* 


i 

it 

1968 

Gauld's Nursery, 707 St. George St, 

• # . «*i 4 



Niagara Falls 

School of Horticulture, Niagara 

\ 

i 

Pyracantha 

1967 

Partway, Niagara Falls 

3 

tl 

1965 

Robert Moses Lookout, below S. end 

of railing, N. Falls 

1 

MF Rose 

1968 

In Queenston, along Parkway 

Along abandoned railway, N. of St. 

3+ 

II 

1960? 

Davids Stn. 

i 

? 

1968 

Just beyond Boy Scout Camp, 

N. River Parkway 

i 

MF Rose 

1968 

J. Shaver's, "River Bend", 

N. River Parkway . 

3-5 

If 

1966 

W. K. Lailey's, opp. McFarland 



* f • • 

Park, N.R. Parkway 

1 ‘ 

If 

1965 

G. Bredow, 732 Green, Niagara-on- 


( « ) f 1 • * } 4~*| 

I * 

the-Lake 

1 

II 

1968 

T. D. Earl's, 421 Johnson St., 

1 ’ f f ': 

iV ' ■ * m if", j r. 

-* 1 , , i i . 

% . 1 


N-on-the-Lake 

i 

ry 

• 

1968 

- t 363 Mississauga, 

N-on-the-Lake 

C. J. Epp, Niven Road, RR3, 

i 

Hawthorn 

i *". • * • * 

1968 

T t IV* • ' , * • * * 

N-on-the-Lake 

■ i 

F. Dogwood ' 

1968(L) 

S. Smith*s, 20 Atherton St., 


• • % J, • i* f 4, 


St. Catharines 

P. Parent's, 7 Brisbane, 

i 

Water 

• 1 » » ! . f f » V' "> i 

1966 

, ’ ; 1 ‘ .. . 

St. Catharines 

i 

MF Rose & water 

. 

1967 

NW side of Lock 3, Walland Canal, 

• 

f • i > 

: *j: i ■' r: r 

St. Catharines 

i 

Jap. Barberry 

1968 

W. Mitchell*s, 121 Moffatt St., 

• 

i . 

■ , • j v ; .' • r 

St. Catharines 

i 

MF Rose 

1968 


Cont'd . . 
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CLU B AC TIVITIES 

The next meeting of the Club will be held at 

* * , . • 1 , \, > \ ' . I ( * 4 

4 ' • j . • I . • « ' . r . •' -*• * . • . aw , . • • • • 

8:00 PM, Monday, February 10th. This will be our annual 

. , , • . * * • . * J I \ • t ' • l |4( * \ \ t . ■ * ♦ • * . ' 

JUNIOR CLUB NIGHT 

, 1 • A 3J • , ■ 

with the programme being presented by the members of the Junior Club. Do 
plan to turn out and support our Junior Members, and see the fine work and 
enthusiasm prevalent in this Junior Club. 


AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS . 

The next Audubon Wildlife Film will be shown Wednesday, February 12th, at 
8:00 PM at Scott Park Secondary School, 1055 King St. E., Hamilton. 

t 1 * * , j ‘ *_ | , » l 1 , *** I f , , m* * * * 

Howard Boyd presents "Downstream", a study of water, from the time it first 
reaches the earth until it returns to the atmosphere. He has photographed 
the sphagnum bogs - transformed by water into botanical fairylands; fast 
flowing streams, and lakes that provide suitable environment for whole 
communities of animals; the big rivers, now largely polluted by civilization; 
and the tidal marshes that support one of the greatest concentrations of 

living things on the face of the earth. This is an important ecological story. 

• . • • • \ • . < * * 


CLUB OUTINGS 

■ • ■ . . • •: -— . ' • '• 

Sunday, January 12 DUCK CENSUS. Meet at High Level Bridge at 10:00 AM. 

Dress warmly. Bring lunch and hot coffee. 

: Leader: George North - phone 522-6082 

t • . ' • / * ’ . » . f • • : • * 1 . ' * . » . * . • 

•' \ • « \ • * ■ • % i n * | ’ 

Sunday, February 2 Workshop Trip to repair WOOD DUCK BOXES and check for 

last season’s occupancy. Meet at Spencer Creek 
Bridge at 10;00 AM. Wear waterproof footwear. Bring 
snack and hot drinks. 

Leader: James Anderson - phone 627-7151 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

• I 

• » 

Hamilton, Ont. 43°16'N, 79°52'W (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle 
centre at York and Dundurn Sts., to include Hamilton, part of Burlington, 
Waterdown, Greensville, Dundas, Sulphur Springs, Ancaster, Southcote, Hannon 
Stoney Creek; pastures 5%, plowland 10%, towns and suburbs 20%, orchards 
and old fields 15%, mixed woods 25%, marshes 5%, open water 207 
December 29, 7-00 AM to 5:30 PM. Snowflurries, then sunny; temperature 
15 to 24 ; wind NW, 15 MPH; 8" ice-crusted snow cover, harbour open 
Fifty-two observers in 27 parties. Total party hours, 171 (121 on foot 

50 by car); total party-miles, 538 (139 on foot, 399 by car). 

Horned Grebe, 2; Great Blue Heron, 1; Canada Goose, 4; Mallard, 65- 
Black Duck, 39; Green-wi nged Teal , 1; Wood Duck . 1; Redhead, 2; Greater 
Scaup, 32; Lesser Scaup, 1; Common Goldeneye, 134; Bufflehead, 61; 

Oldsquaw, 35; Common Merganser, 6,300; Red-breasted Merganser,’19; ’ 

Goshaxtfk, 2; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Cooper's Hawk, 2; Red-tailed Hawk 97* 
Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Rough-legged Hawk, 19; Marsh Hawk, 2; Sparrow ’ 
Hawk, 25; Ruffed Grouse, 2; Ring-necked Pheasant, 324; Gray Partridge 3 - 
Glaucous Gull, 5; Iceland Gull, 1; Great Black-backed Gull, 101; Herring* 
Gull, 3,800; Ring-billed Gull, 195; Mourning DoVe, 21;' Screech Owl, 1; 

Great Horned Owl, 9; Snowy Owl, 1; Barred Owl, 1; Long-eared Owl, 13; 
Short-eared Owl, 13; Belted Kingfisher, 5; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 6; 
Pileated Woodpecker, 3; Hairy Woodpecker, 23; Downy Woodpecker, 110; 

Horned Lark, 11; Blue Jay, 105; Common Crow, 2,215; Black-capped Chicka- 
dee > 722 5 Tufted Titmouse . 5; White-breasted Nuthatch, 96; Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, 6; Brown Creeper, 13; Mockingbird . 2; Brown Thrasher, 1; 

Robin, 29; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 61; Cedar Waxwing, 38; Northern 
Shrike, 8; Starling, 26,000; House Sparrow, 2,230; Eastern Meadowlark, 14- 
Common Grackle, 2; Cardinal, 167; Evening Grosbeak, 86; Purple Finch, 10- 
Pine Grosbeak, 60; Hoary Redpoll . 1; Common Redpoll, 300; Pine Siskin, 97- 
American Goldfinch, 226; White-winged Crossbill, 9; Rufous-sided Towhee, 2- 
Slate-coloured Junco, 626; Oregon Junco, 3; Tree Sparrow, 920; Field 
Sparrow, 3; White-crowned Sparrow, 1; White-throated Sparrow, 1; Swamp 
Sparrow, 14; Song Sparrow, 83; Snow Bunting, 950. 

species; about 46,600 individuals. (Seen in area count period, but 

not on count day: Blue-winged Teal, Hermit Thrush, Red-winged Blackbird, Rusty 
Blackbird.) 

Mts. Caroline Anderson, Donald H. Babb, Danny Bastaja, Eric W. Bastin, Mrs. 

Etta Bourne, Redvers D. F. Bourne, George Bryant, William I. Campbell, Cecil 
Corfe, John A. Cumming, Dr. Edward Dinniwell, Chris Escott, George Escott, 

Nick Escott, Alfred Epp, Henry Frania, Anthony Gillie, W.A.T. Gilmour, 

Mrs. R. B. Goodings, Leslie A. Gray, E.L. Griffin, Daryl Howes-Jones, Mark 
Jennings, Mis. Edith Kamermans, Jan Kamermans, Miss Suzanne Lawrie, Thomson 
C. Lawtie, Maurice Laycock, James Lemon, Mrs. Charles Lenz, Raymond N. Lowes, 
Mr. Roberc G.C. MacLaren, R. Craig Mellish, John B. Miles, Huber Moore, Miss 
Olive Newcombe, George W. North (compiler), David K. Powell, Mrs. Anne Reid, 

Tom Reid, Gary Rousseau, Robert K. Sargeant, Douglas A. Smith, Mrs. Mabel 
Stamp, Sara Tabone, Miss Mabel Watson, Fred Wenzel, J. Wenzel, Robert A.H. 

Westmore, Dr. Chauncey Wood, Mrs. Sarah Wood, George Wozny (Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club). 



LONG POINT BIRD COUNT 


Long Point, Ont. 42°37'N, 80°23'W (all points within a 15-mile diameter 
circle, centre Long Point Inner Bay, to include Normandale, Turkey Point, 

Port Rowan, The Coves, Long Point east to Courtright Ridge; open water 30%, 
frozen waters 20%, mixed woods 25%, fields and pastures 10%, swamps and 
marshes 10%, farmyards and towns 5%). 

December 22, 3:30 AM to 5:30 PM. Cloudy AM, frozen rain changing to rain PM, 
temperature 30° to 40°; wind NE 20-30 MPH; 1" snow cover, creeks, ponds, 
and most of Inner Bay frozen, lake open. 

Sixty-two observers in 25 parties. Total party-hours, 180 (131 on foot, 

49 by car); total party-miles, 542 (191 on foot, 351 by car). 

Horned Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 7; Am. Bittern , 2; Mute Swan , 1; 

Canada Goose, 9; Mallard, 180; Black Duck, 34; Green-winged Teal , 1; 

Redhead, 4; Ring-necked Duck, 6; Canvasback, 29; Greater Scaup, 66; Lesser 
Scaup, 1; scaup (sp.), 20; Common Goldeneye, 284; Bufflehead, 3; Oldsquaw, 

3; Hooded Merganser, 2; Common Merganser, 59; Red-breasted Merganser, 13; 
Merg.(sp), 15; Goshawk , 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 4; Cooper's Hawk, 4; Red¬ 
tailed Hawk, 44; Red-shouldered Hawk, 1; Rough-legged Hawk, 6; Marsh Hawk, 

21; Sparrow Hawk, 11; Ruffed Grouse, 43; Ring-necked Pheasant, 31; Gray 
Partridge, 6; Virginia Rail , 4; Sora Rail , 1; Am. Coot, 21; Great Black- 
backed Gull, 5; Herring Gull, 190; Ring-billed Gull, 53; Bonaparte's Gull, 

2; Mourning Dove, 398; Screech Owl, 5 (4 by tape recorder); Great Horned 
Owl, 11 (6 by tape recorder); Long-eared Owl, 1; owl (sp), 1; Belted King¬ 
fisher, 2; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 12; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Red-headed 
Woodpecker, 10; Hairy Woodpecker, 20; Downy Woodpecker, 108; Horned Lark, 

4; Blue Jay, 111; Common Crow, 42; Black-capped Chickadee, 713 ; White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch, 64; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 14; Brown Creeper, 10; 

Winter Wren, 15; Carolina Wren, 1; Robin, 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 75; 

Water Pipit , 6; waxwing (sp.), 1; Northern Shrike, 2; Starling, 982; 

Myrtle Warbler , 2; Yellowthroat , 1; House Sparrow, 3,912; Eastern Meadow¬ 
lark, 4; Yellow-headed Blackbird , 1; Red-winged Blackbird, 1,010 ; Rusty 
Blackbird, 22; Common Grackle, 341; Brown-headed Cowbird, 280; Cardinal, 190; 
Evening Grosbeak, 197; Purple Finch, 13; Pine Grosbeak, 280 ; Hoary 
Redpoll , 1; Common Redpoll, 53; Pine Siskin, 76; Am. Goldfinch, 406; 

(Red) Crossbill, 10; Rufous-sided Towhee, 1; Vesper Sparrow, 1; Slate- 
coloured Junco, 1,649; Oregon Junco, 2; Tree Sparrow, 3,310; Field 
Sparrow, 15; White-crowned Sparrow, 3; White-throated Sparrow, 6; Swamp 
Sparrow, 59; Song Sparrow, 92; Snow Bunting, 16. 

Total - 91 species; about 15,759 individuals. (Seen in area count period but 
not on count day: Savannah Sparrow .) 

Ross Anderson, Harry B. Barrett, Dennis Barry, Robert Bateman, Ross Bateman, 
James C. Bayly, Brent Beam, Chris Blythe, Roger Booth, Jan Bradshaw, David 
Brewer, Paul Bridges, Joseph Clark, Ted Cole, Miss Monica Connolly, Birley 
Cowan, Robert H. Curry, Paul De Lauw, Dr. Edward Dinniwell, John Eddy, 

Martin H. E. Edwards, Miss Marcia E, Ford, Henry Frania, Daryl Howes-Jones, 

Dave Hutt, Mark Jennings, Barry Jones, Russ Kardos, Edward W. Keith, Howard 
Martin, Ted Meddeford, William Meddeford, John B. Miles (compiler - 656 
King St. E., Hamilton 20, Ontario), Mrs. Mary Mosro, Brian McClung, Fraser 
McClung, Bill Nicholson, Mr. & Mrs, George W. North, Dr. James Pringle, Peter 
Roberts, Henry Roesch, Gary Rousseau, Keith Salisbury, Dick Sandburg, Alfred 
Senior, Douglas A. Smith, Robert Stamp, Charles Todd, Eric Tull, Bill Van 
Atte, Owen Washburn, Robert Watts, Bradley Wilson, Mrs. Helen Wilson, John 
Withey, John Woodcock, Mr. & Mrs. Chauncy Wood, John 0. Woods, Tom Wright, 

G. J. Yaki (Long Point Bird Observatory). 
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Number xf species recorded to December 31, 1988 - 260 

Number of species recorded to January 19, 1969 - 75 

• • \ * ' • 1 ' - » ■ . • * , 


* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 


J ! 


i > 
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L - indicates last 

record for 

the migration 

' 4 V . • • * • V 

Common Loon 

JclO. • 

12 

1 Lake Ont. at Canal 

J. B. Miles et al. 

Red-necked Grebe 

Jan 

•4L 

1 Lake at Brant Inn 

Robert H. Curry 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Dec. 

1L 

t * 

1 Mountsburg Dam 

Curry, Chauncey Wood 

Dble.-cr. CormorantDec, 

1L 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Curry, Woods, North 

Great Blue Heron 

Dec. 

31L 

1 Carroll's Point 

• i * * t 

George W. North 

Mute Swan 

Jan. 

12 

1 Lome Park 

Alf Epp, G. North 

Whistling Swan 

Dec. 

IF 

18 over Mountain 

• '* f i . i • * *• 

Robert K. Sargeant 

• * » * * * 4 

Gadwall 

Jan. 

12 

6 Clarkson, etc. 

G. W. North et al. 

Pintail 

Dec. 

' 1L 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

R. Curry, Oh. Wood 

Green-winged Teal 

Jan. 

2L 

1 Dundas Canal 

R. H. Curry 

Blue-winged Teal 

Dec. 

30L 

i ii it 

• 

1 Lome Park 

. W 'j • * * c ■ > • 

R. H. Curry 

American 'Widgeon 

Jan. 

12 

Alf Epp et al. 

Shoveler 

Nov. 

24L 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

James A. N. Dowall 

Wood Duck 

Dec. 

30L 

2 Dundas Canal 

R. H. Curry 

Redhead 

Jan. 

12 

19 Oakville 

f t » ( * 

Duck Census 

1 1 • 9 1 , • 1 1 •»! 

Ring-necked Duck 

Nov. 

23 L 

, 2 Lake Ontario 

Alan Wormington 

Canvasback 

Nov. 

30L 

2 Catholic Cemetery 

G. W. North 

. • : * ; ., | 

White-winged 

Oct. 

26F 

2 Oakville " , ' ' 

• * ’ t f t -i • *, ' 1 

J. B. Miles 

Scoter 

Jan. 

12 

2 Lake at n rant Inn 

Duck Census 

Surf Scoter 

Nov. 

30L 

O' II II II 

G. W. North 

1 • i I ] 1 » l 

Common Scoter 

Nov. 

13 L 

i ii ii n 

It 1! 

r* f i % . j-.- 

Ruddy Duck 

Nov. 

3L 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

G . W . North 

Hooded Merganser 

Dec. 

7L 

7 Carroll's Point 

G. W. North 

Red-br. Merganser 

Jan. 

12 

3 Beach Canal 

* * * * , • 

G. W. North et al. 

Goshawk 

Nov. 

24 

1 Tamahaac Club 

Alfred Epp 


Jan. 

1 

1 Sulphur Springs 

A. Epp, G. North 

• * ‘ 

Jan. 

11 

1 Campden 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

Cooper's Hawk 

Jan. 

8 

1 High Level Bridge 

Chauncey Wood 

Bald Eagle 

Jan. 

5 

1 La Salle Park 

Les. & Brad. Gray 

Ruffed Grouse 

Jan. 

18 

5 N. shore Dundas Marsh 

Alan Wormington 

Gray Partridge 

Jan. 

3, 5 

4,37 Tapleytownj Mud St. 

R. Curry; J. Miles 

American Coot 

Dec. 

21L 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

G. W. North 

Killdeer ... . 

Dec. 

7L 

1 cull's Point 

Alan Wormington 

Purple Sandpiper 

Nov. 

\/ 

1 Pert Credit 

S. P. N. C. 

Dunlin 

Dec. 

8L 

1 Carroll's Point 

Fred Wenzel 

Glaucous Gull 

Dec. 

7F 

1 Oakville 

G. North 


» 9 

Jan. 

12 

1 cronte 

A. Wormington et al. 

Iceland Gull 

u ec. 

13 F 

1 Valley Inn 

G. W. North 

Ring-billed Gull 

Jan. 

19 

1 Oakville 

f , i i 

G. North, Ch. Wood 

Mourning Dove 

'' Dec. 

20 

95 Hopkins Tract 

Alan Wormington 

t, • f ’ •* 1* i ? ' • 

Jan . 

2 

3 Cone. 3, Waterdown 

Robert Curry 

Screech Owl 

Jan. 

’ 2 

1 Sulphur Springs 

ii n 

Snowy Owl 

Dec . 

20F 

1 Southmount School 

A . Wormington ■ 

Hawk-Owl 

Jan. 

12 

1 Erindale Stn. Rd. ' 

R. A. H. Westmore 

Barred Owl 

Jan. 

5 

1 Sulphur Springs 

J . b . Mile s 

Long-eared Owl 

Jan . 
Jan . 
Jan. 

3 

5 

12 

8 oeach Blvd. 

52 " " 

38 11 11 

Bessie Grader 
fide G. W. North 

Duck Census et al. 



Vol. 22, No. 6 - Bird Records (cont'd)-79- 


Short-eared Owl 

Jan. 

3 

1 Mud Street, Saltfleet 

Robert H. Curry 


Jan. 

8 

1 Haddon Ave. N. 

Alfred Epp 

Saw-whet Owl 

Dec. 

15 

4 N. shore Dundas Marsh 

G. Rousseau, J. Woods 


Jan. 

18 

]_ it it ii 

Alan Wormington 

Belted Kingfisher 

Jan. 

5 

1 Confederation Park 

Chauncey & H. Wood 

Yellow-sh. Flicker 

Jan. 

1 

1 Sulphur Springs 

A. Epp, G. North 

Pileated WoodpeckerJan• 

11 

1 Westdale Park 

A. Wormington 

Red-headed Woodpkr Dec. 

14 

1 Millgrove 

G. W. North 

r>l.-b # 3-toed WdpkrNov. 

7C 

1 Lome Park 

S. P. N. C. 

Horned Lark 

Jan. 

3 

11 Grassie 

Robert H. Curry 

Tufted Titmouse 

Nov. 

24 

1 Gray Doe Trail 

Wormington, J. Pringle 


Dec. 

1 

1 115 Hillcrest, Ancaster H. Moore, G. North 


Dec. 

on 

4 199 Rosemary L., " 

Mrs. R. B. Goodings 


Jan. 

1 on 

1 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Red-br. Nuthatch 

Jan. 

1 

1 Ravenscliffe Ave. 

Mrs. L. F. Merrick 

Winter Wren 

Dec. 

7L 

1 Bull's Point 

Alan Wormington 

Mockingbird 

Dec. 

7 

1 Mountain Park Ave. 

Rev. Peter Hamel 

Catbird 

Oct. 

27L 

2 Westdale Park 

Alf Epp 

Brown Thrasher 

Dec. 

7 

1 null's Point 

A. Wormington 

Rc-bin 

Dec. 

1 

50 Ancaster Golf Links 

D. Babb, E. Dinniwell 

Hermit Thrush 

Jan. 

1 

2 Sulphur Springs 

A. Epp, G. North 

Eastern Bluebird 

Oct. 

27L 

3 Woodland Cemetery 

R. Curry, G. North 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 0ct.27L 

1 Bull's Point 

G. North, R. Curry 

Water Pipit 

Nov. 

6 

6 Bull's Point 

Alf Epp 


Nov. 

9L 

1 Copetown Bog 

A. Wormington 

Cedar Waxwing 

Nov. 

24 

100 Forsythe Ave. N. 

Alf Epp 


Jan. 

11 

1 'Westdale 

A. Wo rming to n 

Northern Shrike 

Dec. 

7 

3 Bull 1 s Point etc. 

A. Wormington 


Jan. 

5 

2 Lake Ave .; Nash Road 

R. H. Curry 

Myrtle Warbler 

Nov. 

9L 

8 Bronte Park 

Sarah Wood et al. 

Yellowthroat 

Oct. 

27 

1 Snake Road 

R. Curry, G. North 


Dec. 

7,14L 

1 Hopkins Creek mouth 

Alan Wormington 


Eastern Meadowlark Jan. 4 3 Peter's Comers Ch. Woods, G. Norths 

Red-wing. BlackbirdDec. 30 1 Hopkins Court, Dundas R. H. Curry 

Baltimore Orisle Nov. 2,3L 1 Galt Ralph & Mrs. Hendry 

Rusty .Blackbird Dec. 30L 2 Dundas Canal R. H. Curry 

Common Grackle Jan. 2 1 Hillcrest, Ancaster R. H. Curry 

Brown-h. Cowbire Dec. 20 55 Dundas Marsh roost Alan Wormington 

Evening Grosbeak Dec. 11 27 Hwy. 8 above Dundas Tcm & Anne Reid 

Purple Finch Jan. 1 1 Tamahaac Club G. W. North, A. Epp 

Pine Grosbeak Jan. 1 7 Valley Inn Eric W. Bastin 

Hoary Redpoll Dec. I* 1 Tamahaac Club G. W. North 

Jan. 1 2 Ancaster R. A. H. Westmore 

Pine Siskin Jan. 2 2 Sulphur Springs R. H. Cuny 

Red Crossbill Dec. 1 1 Hopkins Tract, Dundas R. Curry, Ch. Wood 

White-w. Crossbill Dec. 29F 9 Ancaster Golf Links Bob Westmore 

Savannah Sparrow Oct. 20L 1 Mountsburg Dam G. W. North 

Vesper Sparrow Nov. 2L 1 Bronte Mark Jennings 

Field Sparrow Jan. 5 2 Lake Avenue & carton R. H. Curry 

Harris : Sparrow Jan. 19 1 King's Forest Henry Frania 

White-crowned Sp. Jan. 5 1 Lake Avenue R. H. Curry 

White-throated Jan. 1 2 Ravenscliffe Mrs. L. F. Merrick 

Sparrow Jan. 16 1 Gore Park, Hamilton Alf Epp 

Lapland Lcngspur Jan. 5 1 Grassie John Miles et al. 

Jan. 19 3 Hwy 5 & Appleby Line G. North, Ch. Woods 

Jan. 5 200 Mud Street J. Miles, A. Wormington 


Snow Bunting 
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